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StufSBEiry  of  the  Jmm&rj  1954  ManUilj  Narrative  Report 

Cbldflr  than  1953j  about  average,     39.25"  sno'id'all 
MiyE^asI^.     4  dajs  below  s^ro,     Qmm  depths.     Lake 


.CTI\^TIES: 


IHSPECTIcaiS; 
PUBLICITT; 


Rogers  in  Derm:    ■  zd  laeeting.     Hacdlton  & 

1,*^hllaraffidt  to  iJeiwer  road  laeeting,     Chapimn  to  Boge- 
aan  Chasber-  of  Corjuierce  rmet  r®  elk.     fettson  to 
Qsmha  &  Vlashii^tofi.     Condon  to  On^lm,     Joffe  to 
assist  in  plajming  Supt,  Gonf .     R^fnolds  trip  <Jovm 
J^aake  E,  <»i  leave.     Safety  Coireittee.     Board  of  Sur- 
v^.     C.  S.  exam. 

Official  visitors  listed. 

I^avel  figures  press  release.     66(X)  bpoadsdUi«»  on 
!mnd.     Press  release  to  Region  on  bear  incidcRits. 

Wmh  plo*iing  &  s^mding.     SnoM  dri-fted.     Repairs  to 
bridge  J  sign  "work,  etc.     Hew  leader. 


Q^HSTRgCgQIh         All  closed  tkmn  except  liospital  heating  plant. 


G3HGESSI<B1^: 


RELIGIONS 


SERVICES: 


EXI 


Dr.  GUiaan  back,     I*P,Co,.  arsnisal  report.     I. P. Co. 
arcliitect  in  for  meeting.     T.P.Co.   printer  returned 
from  leave.     Hasalton  rates  approved.     I'ir.  Child  on 
trip5  to  attend  concessioner  meeting  San  Francisco. 
H^jneaes  in. 


Simdteiy  Seiasol.    louth  Fellowsliip. 

Talks  by  Coi^o^  in  C^Lha  to  Eegioiml  persormel  .and 
talk  &  film  to  school  th^'c.  ArJjwil  TIL'S  shmm.  at 
S@^^ia» 

il»0X>e  preparing  <^M.bit  plans  for  0,  F.  Jfiiseum. 
Goi^cm  conference  in  Omha.  re  authranticity  historic 
sto^si  ^p  llunt  Stone  at  I^adison  Ims^im  to  be  re- 
i^Ted.     Gondon  plans  for  wildlife  policy  ejdiibits. 


NATOEAL  HISTEHr    Cleric  on  negative  fil.e  work.     Book  sales  llO.SO. 
ASX'dATIQKt       Arranged  purcimse  1500  Beal  books,     Ckj^-ssittee  work- 
ing on  revisi<»»  Constitution  &  Bylaws  of  ilssn. 
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RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVA^^: 


Naturalists  observBitions  &  pictures  vrUdO-ife 
activities.     Condon  had  l-Jattes  &.  Baubain  revrlevf 

Replogle  nmnnscri-rt   '''"TrA-.t  >i_.-raock  Trail''  and  I-lr. 
Cole  revie  optiles  &  amphibians 


Staff  aieeting.     lleek._^.   .  viv*s. 

S91  visitors  in  26?  cars;  1?  in  9  snoviplane  trips. 
Wildlife  activities,  patrols,  reports,  etc. 
WILDLIFE t  ANYELOPEt     Antelope  trapping  &  roooval  to  othei'  areas. 

Suimiary  prepared  boar  injuries,  daissxges,  deaths. 
22  buffalo  killed,  for  Indians-  in  mess. 

Aerial  census  revealed  1477  bison. 


TRAVEL: 


R/^IGER  SERVICE: 


BEARS: 

3UFF.IL0  REDUCTION: 

BISON  CENSUS: 


ELK  FOvDUCTIOKi 


RAI4C23: 


FOREST  FIRES: 


BLISTER  RUST: 


TRAILS: 


CORRAL  &  RANCH: 


ACCIDENTS: 


LAW  ENPORCEKSUT: 


DEATFIS: 


MARRIAGES: 


PERSOKIIEL: 


iqLSCSLUHEQIJSt 


Hunting  reop«sn0d  Gallatin  k  Park  County;  some,  talcen, 
AttestHpts  haze  elk  out  of  park.     Trapping  in,  ptark. 

Kittaias'  observations  range  conditions.     Imch  criti- 
cal range  snow- free  &.  being  grazed. 

Kelson  rewriting  job  descriptions  &  o'  "Is  on 

Fire  Control  aids  k  fire  cache  supervl. .,,    .job, 

New  storage  room  finished.  £  in  use.     riclotp  body 
being  fixed  to  haul  cret/.     Spray  rpjn  repairs. 

Special  oil  for  trail  rB-intCTance  cliain  saws. 

Horse  &  mule  care,     oo        ..  ,.d..     fforse.  /-^ht  to 

Mafflcioth  for  elk  liazing.     imi  ides  lariiied  for 

repairing  leather.     '■"— -'-e  r<   ■:-•„... ing  saddles,   etc. 
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1  vehicle  accident. 


legs  skiing. 


1  case  hunting  in  park,  FBI  m^  in.  Stolen  car 
found  in  park. 

Thoiaas  M.  Thomgsson,  Painter  Fore^rjan,  die     oart 
attack. 

A.  Irene  I^inish  &  John  S.  Voss;  Wll       -hertj  & 
Elaine  Harrison;  Ife,  S.  Chapman  Jr.  «. 

Donald  Kem  &  Wilbur  Thomas  resigned.  B,  J.  Thomas 
tejrcdnated.  Otto  Brown  on  irdlitaiy  leave. 


HFFE  meeting  &  election.  AFGE 
Union  meeting  &  electi 
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Report  I^bT 

UNITED  STATES  .42823 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  ^MTIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

Fi&ruaiy  B,  1954 

BaBorEunduQ 

tot  The  Director 

F^roa:  Acting  ^^>erint€9Jideot,  Y^llo^srstone  Kational  Park 

'  Subject:     Mon^ily  Report  for  Januaiy  1954 

FoXXowir^  is  t^  report  of  activities  for  Telloisstone 
KaMoiEiaL  P&zk  darixig  the  month  of  Ji^auaiy  1954: 

Meaiher  CSonditiofis.     Teij^peratyres  t^ssr©  oonsiderabdj  lovr@r 
than  tlK»»e  r€«<»*de(l  for  January  1953  ^nd  s»re  nearly  in  lin©  iidth  paist 
average.     /Lbaoot  all  precipitation  occurred  in  to^  foi?a  of  anovr,  but 
the  faoming  of  the  29th  ^m©  fo^f^jy  ^on  a  cool  laolst  air  mass  laoved 
orrer  the  Hnmth  area.    A  total  i^owfaLl  of  39*25^  of  sooif  k^s  recc«*dM 
at  h«dqaarters.    ■»»  mximna  t9.«.emture  of  45°  ms  rooorded  for 
Manraoth  on  the  6th  aztd  30th  and  the  ^idrdnsjis  of  -18    on  the  20th.    Hine 
d^iys  of  above  freezing  Bwadimim  tfisperatores  were  r^K>rcied  mtd  four 
<ligr«  of  beUw  »epo  ffrlniiffitm  tes^seratBres  were  recorded.     Total  precipi- 
tatiesi  for  the  acoith  it^s  1«99^, 

Siao%r  depths  as  of  Jajfiiiajpy  31  fo«*  various  statiojas  in  the 
fOkiMV*:    ISBsaoth  12",  Itower  Fall  l6«,  Joajsaar  14'"%  Koii^east  I-intrance 
35",  I^ke  35**,  Snake  Elver  51 '^  VIest  tcUairst^e  40",  all  of  which 
ifere  sUgjIstlj  aboire  the  previous  seven  ^^^3^9  B.Y&ra^  ^th  the  sKDC^atioxi 
of  7<Mwgt  Fall  %^ieh  was  alii^tly  below.    O^er  snow  d^t^s  takas  at  the 
end  of  the  mxcith  w^re  Csongron  42",  CtoHtlneratal  Dlvidte  (aouth  of  West 
Tlaai4>)  6?'%  Aster  Greek  ^",  Lewis  River  Divide  105",  Coult^  Mea^iw 
60«,  Cascade  Oabin  75". 

TeHomirtsBe  Lake  f rouse  avet  eem^eteH^  on  the  11th. 

Special  Activities.    SuperSntfodant  'Eogers  ims  on  assigrusmt 
in  Denver  thxou^cnit  the  month  in  ooimectlo&  ^th  hie  project  <m  th^ 
legislative  histcary  of  areas  acMnistered  Igr  the  iational  Pa^  r>Grvice. 
<ki  Jaxnmry  ZL  snd  22  bm  ^tttm&ed  the  road  imiKt entice  meeting  of 
Natioml  Park  Service  and  ^ireai  of  Public  Eoada  officials  in  Denver. 

/Assistant  3i^Hsrinterid«it  Ha^iton  sxid  Park  Ihgiaeer 
Uohllxraiidt  departed  Janitaxy  20  for  Denver  to  attend  the  road  siainten- 
ance  meeting  Jamaiy  21  and  22  of  National  Park  Service  and  Bureau  of 
Puiblie  Boads  officials,  ret«ming  to  the  park  Jasaiary  25. 
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Assistant  Chief  Hanger  Gha|:mBn  attaided  a  meeting  January  4 
of  th©  Bozeaan  Chanib«r  of  Comserce  on  the  reopening  of  the  elk  season 
in  the  Gallatin  area. 

Resident  Landscape  Architect  I4attson  left  Jc'anuary  9  for 
Omaha  on  work  on  current  construction  plans  for  Grand  Teton  and  contin- 
ued on  to  Washington  before  the  md  of  the  laonth  for  couple  weeks 
assignment  before  returning  to  Omaha  and  to  Yellowstone  in  Februaiy. 

Park  Naturalist  Condon  dop^arted  January  16  for  Oiaalia  to 
rerview  work  on  the  Interpretive  Developsssent  Outline  of  the  park  in  the 
Regional  Office.    He  returned  the  evening  of  January  30. 

Advice  was  received  that  Adsdjii strati ve  Assistant  Joffe 
together  with  3upc3rint®rKi<»it  Canfield  of  Rocky  Mountain  had  been 
selected  to  represent  Region  Tm  on  a  planning  coj^dttee  to  ac?et  in 
the  Washington  Office  beginning  Februaiy  6  to  ^.«srk  out  the  program  for 

the  1954  Superintendents'  Confei*«53nce, 

Harry  Reynolds,  Supervisory  Baric  Ranger j,  uas  on  aiinual  1.  ,«x. 
beginning  January  6  to  nsake  a  trip  down  the  Snake  Elver  trom.  Foran, 
"v^iaing,  to  Alpine,  Idaho,  vdth  Dr.  F.  B.  Grai^tK»ad  to  obtalji  infonm«- 
tion  and  ewvIos  for  the  Departiafflnt  of  Hefmvs®,  Wid  returned  on  tlie  llih. 

The  Yollowstono  Park  Safety  Coamittee  for  1954  was  arjpointed 
Januazy  14  and  eoieprises  the  same  raeBiia^ship  as  tliat  for  1953>  as 
follows:     Hobert  E,  Robinson,  Chairmsn5  i^wi^t  S,  lUchar-dSj  Clerk; 
Thomas  P.  Ela  and  Kelvin  A,  Thuring,  Messrs j  and  J.  Stanley  FilliisDre 
and  W%  Verde  Watson,  Alternates. 

The  Board  of  Surv^  for  Yellowstone  IJational  Park  and 
coordinated  areas  for  the  1954  calendar  year  was  appointed  January  25, 
as  approved  by  the  Region  Two  Office  Januajy  19^  as  follov^:     Hiilip  H. 
V/ohlbrandt,  anairiaanj  Gene  F.  McLeod,  Clerk}  Roger  H.  lailer  and  Otto  K. 
Brovfti,  Members;  and  Thomas  K.  C3arry  and  IJoward  3.  Kocher,  iU.ternafce 
H^abers.     The  Board  consists  of  the  sara©  esaplc^ees  as  for  1953  esccept 
tl^t  the  present  Alternates  replace  Joseph  Joffe  and  Deate  T.  White 
who  had  previously  served  in  that  capacity^ 

The  Local  Civil  Service  Board  conducted  an  examination  for 
Stanograph«r-l^ist  on  January  26.     Payroll  Supervisor  Ilotdikiss 
conducted  the  examination  and  there  %^s  cme  ooii^etitor. 

Inspections,    floibert  G.  !iali,  Assistant  Reglcmal  Director, 
and  Francis  R.  Roberson,  i\rchitect.  Region  Two,  in  January  5  for  con- 
ference on  radio  aystcaa  and  architectural  desigp  for  concession 
buildings,  departing  Janixary  7.     John  b.  Jay,  Superintendent, 
Theodore  Roosevelt  National  Mesiorial  Park,  in  January  1  on  return 
from  visit  in  Utah  and  Colorado.     Gene  Sherrnan,  District  Super^risor, 
Montana  Game  and  Fish  Concnission,  Boaeaaan,  in  January  2  to  confer  on 


TaV: 


■■"^idcn-. 


/^4- 


^      '  «  ,  'I  IL 

.  .V.-..'  ;.. .-    i.'.Jtt' ■.*..'.-■ '■•?■■■•    .  i~v       i.4. 


^*-L--if-:v->-.  .'f  .^uv.:-'  r  ;:;>:<r  r^:    Sits    •-::«^'   iv„    •;;.,■:•?•■•;.:.!-■-■    ,-;';Ti'  ^«l©<j:^f^s.v):;a^; 


'^^p^i^y  .if  ?s.te»C  b'x>^=  &r  vl  is^.7-;:N.  ;.».>.i-pn  >'i;-?^«3«!^.i  ■■  '  .  ^  # 


elk  manag®aent  program.  Frank  Oberhansley,  Superintendofit^  Paul 
Jvdge,   Chief  Ranger;  and  Donald  L.  Bressler,  Chief  J&igineer,  Qrand 
T«ton,  in  January  5  for  meeting  on  radio  developmmt;  l©ft  January  7. 
Prank  Graves,  Director,  C^me  and  Fish  Coirsaission,  Eeno,  Nevada,  in 
January  H  to  receive  antelope  for  release  in  State  of  Kevadaj  left 
January  13.  Kenneth  F,  loah«5n,  U.  S.  Game  !4anageraent  Agent,  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  Billings,  in  Januaiy  20  to  assist  in  elk  raove- 
aents;  left  January  28 •  Dr.  John  Craighead,  Leader  of  Cooperative 
Vv'ildlife  Research  Unit,  Jfontana  State  University,  Hissoula,  in  January 
21  to  park  and  Gardiner  area  vdth  Ifontana  State  Fish  and  Gteme  men  in 
connection  with  elk  studies,  deji^rtimj  25th.  iSliaer  li,   Fladniai^,,  Chief 
Ranger,  and  Anthony  D,  Cannavina,  Assistant  Chief  Ranger,  Glacier,  in 
January  23  to  obaerve  helicopter  haze  elkj  left  Januaxy  25.  Boyd 
Richens  and  James  Valder  of  Teton  in  January  29  to  get  anogo  and  left 
following  day. 

I^iblicity.  A  press  release  was  mailed  January  B  o 
stone  travel  for  the  1953  calendar  year. 

A  total  of  6,6O0  Xellovjstone  broadsides  for  1953  remained 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  Jamiar?/. 

A  press  release  was  prepared  Januaiy  3B-   on  bear  damages  and 
injuries  for  use  by  the  Eegioiml  Office. 

JJaintenance.  There  were  numerous  lic^t  snoi.TRS  axid  hi^  v 
during  the  month.  Snov^  deptlio  are  appraaching  normal  for  the  iusn^tfux-.ow 
area.  Snow  plowing  and  sanding  were  almost  continuous.  It  vra-s  also 
necessaiy  to  spm^   some  additional  tipv     oeping  the  roads  plowed 
out  to  the  elk  traps.  It  was  necessar       the  rotary  plows  and 
dozer  to  remove  s«ae  of  the  larger  drl- ..      :e  i'feiniotJi  area.  One 
of  the  cast  iron  guard  rail  posts  on  the  leilowston©  River  bridge  at 
Ttower  Fall  was  broken  and  was  quite  a  major  job  to  ressjove  and  repair. 
Tt»  nsaintffinance  crew  during  any  spare  time  are  cleaning  some  of  the 
laetallic  signs  and  mounting  a  few  on  concrete  bases.  All  inaintenance 
work  is  being  hancSLed  b^r  the  three  permanent  employees  and  one  wage 
board  operator,  A  new  Austin-ivestem  grader  was  received  during  the 
month.  Snow  has  drifted  all  the  way  to  Cooke  this  year.  Drifting 
beyond  Pebble  Creek  is  quite  unusual. 

Construction.  All  construction  projects  are  closed  down 
for  the  winter  except  Account  231.01,  Replace  Heating  lUant,  Building 
No,  18,  ^SaIBraoth  ffospital.  This  project  is  about  90^  cos^lete. 

Concessioners.  Dr.  Ge- 

returned  to  the  parte  Januaxy  4  fi-  

California. 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  for  the 
year  ended  September  30,  1953*  «as  received  and  transmitted  to  the 
Washington  and  Regional  Offices  January  14. 
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Fred  Willeon,  Yellowstone  Pai^  Conipany  Architect,  Bozemn, 
was  in  the  paric  January  6  to  discuss  Yellowstcwie  Paxk  Cowpany  plans 
with  officials  of  that  Coraiany,  Messrs.  Hall  and  Eoberson  from  the 
Regional  Office  and  Yellowstone  officials. 

Joe  Bill,  Yellowstone  Parte  Corstpany  Printer,  returned  Janu- 
ary 13  from  several  weeks  vacation  in  the  liiast. 

On  January  13  the  schedule  of  rates  for  stores,  soda 
fountains  and  cafeterias  for  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  was  approved  by 
Assistant  Director  Allen,  to  reraain  in  effect  imtil  changes  approved 
by  the  National  Park  Service, 

liuntlqy  Child,  Vice-President,  Yelloif stone  Park  Cospangr, 
left  YeLlowstoiie  for  Seattle,  J^  Jolla  and  San  Franciso)  January  20 
and  will  attend  the  western  Gonferoice  of  national  Park  Concessioners 
meeting  in  San  Francisco  February  1  and  2,  eKpecting  to  return  to  the 
park  about  !&rdi  1. 

lAr,  and  I^s.  J.  £,  Haynes  were  at  Fiansaoth  Januaxy  26  from 
their  winter  headquarters  at  Boseraan,  Montana. 

Relifdous  ■services  and  Chapel  Use.     Tne  Yellov/r>tone  llatitmal 
Park  Chapel  was  used  each  3und^  during  Januaiy  for  the  reigiilar  Sunday 
School  services  at  10:30  a.m.     Hie  Chapel  was  also  used  for  the  Youth 
Fellowship  moeldngs  at  6 1 00  p.m.  on  the  17th  and  24th.     The  eveaiing 
church  service,  wiiich  was  odiedulod  for  the  24th,  vjas  cancelled. 

Interraretive  Services.     There  were  no  interpretive  services 
rend€tt»ed  in  Yellowstone  Park  but  the  Cltief  Pai*:  Naturalist  gave  talks 
vdiile  he  was  on  assi^^Tuacnt  in  the  Regional  Office.    On  Januaiy  21,  he 
presented  a  talk  to  the  Regional  Office  pi»»sonnel  on  the  large  raaiisaals 
of  Yellowstcme  and  on  the  27th,  he  presented  a  talk  to  this  same  igrt>up 
on  geysers,  hot  springs,  and  other  water  resources  of  Yellowstone. 
On  January  26,  at  2t00  p.m.,  he  presented  a  talK  to  the  Dundee  School 
fifth  and  sixth  grade  groups  and  at  this  time  he  presented  the  Yellow- 
stone Park  Ewvie  "V/ild  .Animl  Heaven"  and  gave  the  school  cliildr^n 
considerable  infonaation  on  the  wild  life  resources  of  Yellowstone, 
Th«r«  were  250  children  at  this  program. 

The  I6i«a  motion  picture  »nifild  Animal  Heaven"  was  shown  at 
Sequoia  and  Kings  Cansron  National  Parks  to  a  church  men's  group  of  25 
people  on  the  29ih  and  to  an  audience  of  85  at  the  Big  Tree  Lodge  on 
the  30th. 

^a^se^m  Activities  and  libdiibits.     Park  Hatural  ist  Elmore 
devoted  a  major  part  of  his  time  during  the  Month  to  the  continued 
preparation  of  ttic  plans  for  the  revision  of  exhibits  at  Old  Faithful 
I^eum  and  five  sets  of  these  plans  were  submitted  throu^  the  Regional 
Office  to  the  Museum  Branch  in  Washington,  as  follows:     1.  Uliat  is  a 
geyser?,  2.  Hot  areas  of  Yellowstone,  3.  Getting  the  raost  from  your 
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visit,  4.  G«3r8er  areas  outside  of  the  United  States,  and  5.  Borehole 
izrvGotigations* 

While  on  aBad^sawnt  in  Qnsahas  ^  confer mco  was  held  on 
January  Zf,  in  Assistant  Rogloiial  Director  llcLau^in^s  office  with 
Regional  Historian  liattes.  Regional  Naturalist  Jswartzlow,  Park 
Naturalist  Jepson  of  Teton,  and  Chief  F&xk  JJaturalist  Condon  present. 
The  major  point  under  discussion  was  the  auth^iticltjr  of  the  Colter 
stone,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  stone,  and  the  Gap  Hunt  stone.     The  Goiter 
stone  is  <ai  exhibit  at  Teton's  Jenror  Lake  l-'iuseum  and  the  Gap  Ihmt  stone 
is  on  exhibit  at  the  l-ladison  Museum,  Yellowst<»ie  Parte.     The  authenticitgr 
of  the  stones  has  becai  questioned  by  some  Fdstorians  ssid  it  was  decided, 
after  reviewing  the  laatter  thorou#dy,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
remove  these  particular  articles  from  public  exhibit  and  retain  them 
in  accession  storage  pending  lUrther  developjuent  id.th  respect  as  to 
whether  or  not  they  are  authentic  or  just  hoax  imterial.     The  Cap  Ilunt 
stone  will  be  reraoved  from  the  lladison  I'fuseum  before  the  beginning  of 
the  1954  travel  season. 

Chief  Parte  Naturalist  Concton  prepared  four  suggested  exhibit 
plaiu)  for  exJ-iibits  i^WLch  would  illustrate  phases  of  the  wildlife 
poli<^  of  the  National  Park  Service.     These  plans  for  proposed  exhibits 
were  submitted  to  the  Director's  Office. 

Katural  History  Asaociation.     Mrs.  Alice  -Qiiist  served  as 
clerk  for  the  Yellowstone  Library  and  liuseum  Association  for  32  hours 
and  completed  the  1953  negative  record  and  file  and  has  begun  filing 
the  1953  prints  in  the  photo jgraph  albuias.     Book  sales  for  the  usonth 
were  $10.^.     Tae  Association,  diiring  the  raonth,  arranged  to  purchase 
the  balance  of  the  book  stock  on  hand  of  the  publication  The  Stogy  of 
14an  iri  Yellowstone  by  M.  D,  Seal.     There  were  1,500  books  involved  in 
this  purchase  and  they  are  eaq^ected  to  arrive  in  Yellovfstone  early  in 
February.     On  January  13,  the  coKudttee  a|:f>ointed  for  studying  the 
proposed  revision  of  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  of  the  Aseociaticm  and 
the  possibility  of  incorporating  it  under  Montana  law®  r^t  at  U.  ';. 
Coi!snlssl(»ier  Bro\«i's  of^ce.     The  CoEudttee  is  composed  of  James  Brown, 
Otto  Brown  and  David  de  L.  Coraton.     At  the  itionth's  dose,  a  draft  of 
the  proposed  constitution  and  Incoiporatlon  papers  was  being  con^eted. 

Research  m^  Observation.     Park  Natiiralists  Condon,  V/atson 
and  Elnore  observed  and  ^totop^phed  the  antelope  trapping  and  elk 
drives  during  the  sionth,  sosse  of  which  observations  and  p^tures  are 
included  in  the  monthly  report  of  their  division. 

While  in  the  Region  Two  Office  Park  Maturalist  Condon  was 
fortunate  enou^  to  have  Regional  Historian  Merrill  Ifettes  and  Regional 
Areheologlst  Paul  Baubain  review  ifayne  Replogle's  manuscript  on  the 
"Great  Bannock  Trail"  and  the  valtiable  odsI  constructive  oriticisia 
given  on  the  manuscript  should  laake  it  possible  to  complete  a  very  fine 
publication. 
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At  the  s*aae  time,  !-!r«  James  Ciole,  Regional  Biologist, 
review^  th©  nawaaffltdi:^  for  publication  ^^Th®  Eeptil«2S  mv&  /iiaphibians 
of  Yellowstone "  vrtiich  is  being  prepared  fegr  Frederick  Tomer. 

In-ServiCjEf^  Training*    A  e>^f*»J^al  staff  meeting  of  division 
heads  was  held  in  the  Superintendent's  office  tJanxiar^/-  14. 

Th©  Yellowstcaie  Weekly  Wcws  was  issued  each  Thursday  during 
the  issonth  to  keep  eapLoyees,  concessiomsrs  and  others  currQitly 
infonoed  of  j&ik  happcaain^. 

Increase  gr  Decrease  i|i  Travel.     A  total  of  l!91  visitors  in 
267  vehicles  mtered  the  park  this  month  as  coia|jar©d  with  893  per- 
sons in  262  vehicles  for  the  &mm  issonth  last  year.     Included  within 
this  total  was  nine  trips  imde  bj  anowplanes  into  the  interior  of 
the  park  with  a  total  of  1?  paas€ng©rs» 

fi.anger  Service.     The  l-^rotection  Divisdon  a|>ent  t^e  bulk  of 
its  time  on  wildlife  activities  such  as  elk  drives,  elk  and  antelope 
trai^plng,  and  buffalo  reduction.     Includ®!  were  a  number  of  laeetlngs 
wi^  officials  of  other  agencies  in  ^lich  those  activities  -^re  dis- 
cussed and  progpamEm&,    l^angers  at  outlyii^  stations  carried  on 
regular  winter  asslgnntents  including  patrols  mid  snow  studies  and 
reports  and  those  at  West  Bhtrance  also  assisted  ixi  the  GaLliitln 
area  during  the  short  period  tsftxen  the  elk  hunting  season  was  reopened 
as  did  Rangers  Way  and  Murphy  from  headqparters.     Patrols  were  made 
in  the  Gardin^  area  ^itbsai  it  was  reopened  to  hunting  after  the  20th. 
Patrols  were  cade  from  South  Gat©  to  Cascade  CaMn  and  from  West 
Yellowstone  to  Old  Faithful.    OUier  activities  included  preparation 
of  annual  travel  rqjort  for  press  release,  ranger  aranual  reports, 
return  of  remaining  lost  and  foimd  artioles  to  findea's,  soiae  rewriting 
of  job  description®,  correspondence,  outHndng  of  four  trail  trips 
for  esqjlorer  scouts,  law  enforcem^t  studies,  appretension  of  hunter 
in  pirk,  reports,  etc, 

l^ild?.ife  Activities.     MTESMM,     Consid«mble  effort  was 
sBde  by  the  I4bntana  Fish  and  Oaiae  Departasmt  snd  Hatisaial  Park  Service 
to  trap  and  remove  370  antelope  from  the  low®"  Yellowstone  rsmge  in 
line  with  the  r^b^cticm  plan*     IMs  was  done  \i^  both  aerial  aiwi  ground 
hazing.     The  animals  becaaie  may  of  the  trap  and  the  operation  was 
finally  terminated  when  repeated  attess^s  to  catch  more  aniaals 
failed.     Itetal  removal  was  307  anissals  and  disposition  was  a©  follows: 
State  of  f^evada  131,  State  of  Horth  Dak©ta  5S,  August  LaLouette, 
rancher  from  the  State  of  Kansas,  13»  and  five  killed  by  injury. 

BEARS,    A  suiJiaary  of  bear  incid«»its  for  1953  was  preimred 
Jajitiary  21  by  Biologist  Klttams  and  sliowed  43  injuries,  slightly  in 
excess  of  the  40  for  1952,  all  but  one  of  whidi  was  attributed  to 
black  bears,  were  rather  minor  and  involved  paj%;  visitors,  the 

exception  occurring  near  Maasaoth  with  species  of  bear  unidcaatified 
and  resulted  in  hospitaliaation  of  a  park  cjaployee.  Park  Engineer 
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Gordon  Cuiminrjo,  for  treatment  of  nu  ^  lacerations  and  binds gs 

after  bedng  badly  inauled  when  he  ^^"^       ......  ed  a  bear  in  the  daric  vjhen 

returning  from  a  fishing  trip.  lamages  were  rnostly  to  visitors' 

property,  food  appareaitly  tempting;  bears  in  t-wo-thirds  of  incidents, 
and  grizzlies  probably  b^n^^^  res}x>r>B' '-'' -  for  less  than  10.^  of  damges. 

Ten  blacjk  bears  and  one  f^xl'zzlj  wer>. ^n^  tvm  joxspj^.  '■TizJ'.iies 

shipped  to  an  Omaha  zoo  fm-  .     Twelve  otla  bears  and  one 

grizzly  are  knovm  to  Imve  d^..„    .....v..  uo  other  causi----:>,  ....u;>oly  autocobH© 
accidents* 

BUFFALO  REDUCTION.     Twc---  ^—    /nirfalo  were  trapped  :;r   -'  - 
Crystal  Creek  elk  trap  during  the  These  animals  were  ki 

and  turned  over  to  the  Blackfeet  3  irora  Browning,  Kiontana,  the 

meat  to  be  used  in  Indian  sdioolii  .-;  !v    iiospitals.     Three  buffalo  which 
were  interfering  with  elk  trapping  operations  were  killed  at  Lairiar 
and  butchered  for  use  in  the  Government  mess  hall. 

BISON  CEflSUS.     An  aerial  census  of  bison  was  conducto.'  on 
January  25  with  Biologist  Kit  tarns  nialdng  the  count,  and  resulted  in  a 
total  of  1,477  with  663  in  Ha^^den  VaUey,  46I  at  Pelican,  195  in 
Firehole  area  and  15S  in  Lasiar  area, 

EDC  REDUCTION.     A  third  ellc  hunt  —  -  --ason  was  held  in  the 
Gallatin  area  between  Jantiary  9  and  17,  t .  Ired  harvest  being  5CX) 

aninKils,     The  season  was  closed  by  the  State  of  Jbntana  v^en  between 
250  and  300  elk  had  been  taken  because  the  area  had  been  virtua3.1y 
cleared  of  dk  and  considerable  public  opposition  developed.     On 
Janxaary  20  the  season  reopened  for  the  ?lo:  Yellowstone  elk  herd 

in  Parte  County,  Fsont.2na,  and  is  exp'^""    '  iinain  open  until  February 

15»     As  of  the  close  of  Januaiy  30  c     _  lad  be«2n  checked  through 

the  Corwin  Springs  Checking  Station. 

Several  attends  were  inade  l^  the  &bntana  Fish  and  Game 
Gomnission  and  Paiik  Service  to  haze  elk  out  of  tlie  |Xirk  into  t.  z- 

ing  area  in  'tontana  by  means  of  plane,  horseback,  Vveasel,  helicopGQi- 
and  pyrotechnics  with  Y^ssry  little  success. 

Ei^ty-nirMB  elk  were  trapped  daring  January  and  turned  over 
to  the  State  of  f-^ontana  for  restocking  in  that  state  or  transporting 
to  hunting  areas  outside  the  parte. 

RAMGE.     According  to  observations  by  Biologist  Kittasis, 
earlj'-  in  the  month  the  entire  range  was  snow  covered.     Even  thoui^ 
snowfall  for  the  wonth.  was  above  normal,  nearly  all  of  the  critical 
range  was  devoid  of  snow  at  the  end  of  Januaiy.     Viind  resnoved  snow 
from  much  of  the  critical  range  and  packed  that  on  much  of  the  non- 
critical,  open-typed  range.     During  the  two  warm  periods  snow  on  the 
critical  range  melted  and  alternate  thawing;  and  freezing  formed  a 
crust  on  other  portions  of  the  range.     Considerable  utilization  of 
forage  on  critical  range  occurred  and  by  the  eM  of  the  period  most 
elk  were  feeding  on  aiow-free  sectors.     I^bably  this  earlT  -ise  of 
forage  on  critical  range  will  accentuate  Uie  usual  short  ^age 

in  late  winter. 
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Forest  Fire  Protection.     Assistant  Fire  Chdef  Helson  spent 
considerable  time  writing  standards  for  0-3-3  ^-nd  GS~4  Fire  Control 
Aids,  and  also  rewriting  the  job  description  for  the  fire  cache 
supervisor's  job. 

Blister  Rust  Control.     Tiie  new  blister  mst  storage  and  work 
room  in  the  liaiaaoth  Bam  I'm.s  completed  and  all  mipplies  and  equipracait 
moved  frora  the  old  storeroom  in  the  storehouse.     Seats  and  bows  for  a 
canvas  cover  were  installed  in  the  3/4  ton  Ford  pickup  trade  I~12155, 
Triggers  for  Hi-Fog  guns  were  sait  to  the  factoiy  for  rebuilding. 

Trails.     A  sliipn^nt  of  non-detergent  oil  was  recrri vcd  to  be 
used  in  the  operation  of  trail  naintenance  chain  saws,  ioped 

that  the  present  heavv  maintenance  and  repair  "      jc  .iii,teriall.y 

reduced  T;^  the  use  of  this  type  oil. 

Corral  and  Ranch  Operation.     The  liorse  and      "  '  wj.s  fed 

hay  throu^out  the  entire  month.     Young  horses  were  c- ■•  -     .-_  ^aer 
training  and  gentling.     Ti«>  nailes  'id.th  crooked  front  feet  vxere  again 
fitted  with  corrective  sl«>es»     On  January  8  seven  horses  and  tv©  aaiies 
were  sold  to  Vlalter  Presslejr,  Livingston,  for  517.50  each.     They  were 
of  no  further  use  to  the  Service,     On  January  14  ten  saddle  iiorses  were 
shod  with  nevw'slip  shoes  and  made  rea<^''  to  be  use 
drive  elk  out  of  the  park,  eij^t  of  the  horses  were   >,.\..w-..-.^  ..*'^.,.  „..: 
Lamar  Unit  and  two  were  already  in  the  I^Iarrmoth  District.     Four  of 
those  horses  were  returned  to  the  Laiaar  Unit  o  20th  and  five  ns:>re 

on  the  26th.     At  the  end  of  the  month  orJLy  or.,   acise  renmined  in  the 
Maianoth  District, 

Three  buffalo  hides  were  sent  to  a  tannery  to  be  niadc  : .  ^.^ 
latigo  leath^f  to  be  used  in  repairing  our  own  equip;isent. 

Packer  For^Ban  Con  die  spent  the  entire  mc"-^''  ^"opaix*ing  and 
rebuilding  saddles,  halters,  bridles,  etc. 

Accidents  and  Public  Safety.     One  non-injury  niotor  vehicle 
accident  was  reported  with  minor  daniases  to  the  tvio  vehicles  involved. 
Snow  and  ice  conditions  contributed  to  the  cause  of  the  mishap. 

ThoHELS  liarris  of  Gardiner,  Montana,  and  Dr.  George  Gilsan, 
resident  physician  at  Marmnoth,  both  sustained  broken  legs  while  skiing 
on  the  Undine  Falls  ski  hill.     ^!r.  Harris «  accident  occurred  on  the 
13th  and  Dr,  Oilman  *s  on  the  l6th. 

Law  Enforcement.     Leonard  G.  Janson  of  Butte,  Montana,  was 
apprehended  on  .January  10  by  park  rangers  and  charged  with  possession 
of  firearms  and  hunting  within  the  parte.     Tlie  offender  was  observed 
firing  his  rifle  several  times  unsuccessfully  at  a  band  of  elk  in 
the  Daly  Creek  drainage  in  the  GaJJ^tin  area.     Janson  pleased  goilJLty 
before  the  U.  S,  Coricissioner  on  the  follo^djig  day  and  was  fined  ,;i50. 
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Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  Special  Agents  Frcjd  Bassett 
and  ^^son  MeLvin  visited  the  padc  on  the  27th  in  regard  to  1  force- 

raent  matters.     Mr,  Melvin  of  the  Butte  office  has  been  speo:, 
assigned  to  assist  in  the  investij^ation  of  crlmos  occurring  in  the 
park  • 

District  Ranger  Baucan  reported  on  Jaimary  19  a  truck 
stranded  on  the  Slou.<:'^  Creek  road  1,-  miles  ri-    "'       "'  "le  imil  box. 
According  to  Mank  Eeynolds  at  oilvertip  iianc:    ,_  :-ide  tiie  park 

the  trudc  was  left  there  before  Decenber  15.     Vipovi  ig  Livingston 

the  following  day  it  was  learned  the  truck  belongea  t-o  ;>iie  Vi.  J, 
Kinnick  Lumber  Conpany  and  had  been  stolen  in  late  I'lovQnber.     Fir. 
Kinnick  contacted  the  local  authorities  and  :.  istigation  brjr  them 

and  the  F.  B.  I.  is  pending. 

Deaths,     Thomas  M.   ("IHit")  Tiiompaon,  58,  Painter  Foreaaan, 
died  of  a  heart  att^ick  shortly  after  rt^acidng  hoiae  from  work  on 
January  25.     J^lr.  Thorapson  was  bom  at  Laredo,  J4is80uri,  January  21, 
1896,  came  to  the  park  in  1923  and  worked  as  a  painter  for  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Goirpany  until  1929.     lie  was  ers^loyed  that  j'-ear  vdth 
the  National  F^rk  Service  as  a  painter  and  had  served  continuously 
with  our  Service  hej^e  as  a  painter,  master  painter  and  painter  foreman. 
Full  Masonic  fimeral  services  \fere  held  in  Livingston  Januojy  29  and 
military  honors  were  accorded  at  tTic;    -raveside  hj  Par^-;  Post  No.  23, 
Aiaerlcan  Legion,  of  Livjjngston.  :arers  were  Hoxmrd  Kocher, 

Vdlliara  Olson,  Thomas  Bowman,  Geor.^t  IlcI'^lliBj  J.  3t.anley  Fillmore 
and  Roger  ^!iller.     Burial  was  in  r^un t ;--;■•  ■-  "-lew  Ccsjje'-i'r*'' .     A  large 
nunibOT  attended  the  Hmeral  and  the  'rade  was  dis- 

ndssed  in  the  afternoon  so  the  teac  .1  atte  e  plar 

Mrs.   Carrie  Thon^json  are  not  known  u^   -^    .-  t-his  tx. :,j  she  l„ 

spending    several  days  at  least  with  her  brother  and  his  wife  in 
Billings. 

Marriages.     A.  Irene  Minish,  Telephone  Operator,  and  John  3. 
Voss,  former  seasonal  Storekeeper,  were  married  January  4  at  Vancouver, 
IJastiington. 

William  Dougherty,  Assistant  ^^nager  of  the  Lodge  Dii^  of 

the  Yellowstone  Park  Con^aany,  and  Elaine  lIaj*rison,  fonaer  reserv^....^ris 
clerk  at  l^arraaoth,  were  laarried  at  Las  Ve^s,  Mevada,  Januaiy  12. 

vailiam  3.  Chapman,  Jr.,  son  of  Assisfemt  Chief  Ranger  and 
Mrs.  William  S,  Ghapiaan,  and  former  seascxial  Fire  Control  Aid,  noxv 
attoiding  Ifont^aa  State  College,  and  Loretta  Lee  of  Bozenaan,  I'fcntana, 
were  inarried  in  Bozeaaan  January  22  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  with  Rev.  Paul  KicCa.eve  perfonaing  the  cereniony. 

Personnel.     Donald  Q,  Kern,  Park  Ranger,  GS~5*  resi^gried  at 
the  dose  of  January  2  to  further  his  education  in  electrical  engineer- 
ing at  T'bntana  State  College, 
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Chief  Ranger  Otto  K.  Br-  -   '  :ft  Janmry  l6  on  mHitar/  leave 
for  Cai^  Hal0,  Colorado,  for  tv^     .         miliary  trad.nlng. 

V/ilbur  R.  Thomas,  Storekeeper  (Gmeral),  GS~3  in  the  garage, 
resigned  at  the  close  of  January  B^  expectingj  to  |p  into  the  restaurant 
business  in  Gardiner  follotiring  a  visit  in  the  Southeast. 

Mrs.  Betty  Jane  _:  ,   seasonal  Glerk~'^i3ist,  was  tei^jdnated 

at  the  dose  of  January  8. 

Miscellaneous.     The  Januars!*  meeting  of  Loc-al  4c:-         Jie 
National  Federaticm  of  Federal  Employiees  was  held  in  the  Canteori  the 
evening  of  January?-  4  and  the  foLlovdng  officers  elected  for  the 
ensaiing  years     Frank  I-^ttson,  Presidaitj  Otto  K.  Brown,  Vice- 
President  |  Helen  Tracy,  Secrotaryi  Evelyn  ?-!iller.  Treasurers  Fred 
Kissen,  CSuardj  (XLaronce  Scoyea,  John  Gallo,  Kelvin  Triurings  Stanley 
McCkMnas  and  R^  Easton,  Directors. 

The  regular  raonthly  meeting  of  the  Aiaerican  Teo.-.      ' '   n  of 
Gkrveniaient  i^l<^rees  v/as  hold  in  the  Canteen  the  evening  oaxy  11, 

The  a?        '  '  '  '       "   '  '      ■■"■■"     'stone  Federal  Gi'»edit  Union 

was  held  in  the  3  following  of.Cicerj3  were 

elected:     Board  of  Directors j     Alice  Kohout  and  Edward  SehultE, 
elected  for  t^wo  years;  Tnomi.B  Garry,  one  year,  J,  Stanley  FillBT£)re 
(Secretary-Treasurer)  reelected  for  one  yearj  Philip  l/olilbrandt  hold- 
over from  last  year.     Supervisory  C!oniiiittee:     Charles  I'bore,  Kelvin 
Thuring  and  Tliojuas  Somerville.     Credit  Comraittees     John  Galle,  tw> 
years;  vv-311iam  Biastoch  and  Ralph  Reed,  one  yeari  umiara  Proper, 
alternate.     At  subsequ€sit  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  Gotmrdttees, 
officers  were  elected  as  follows:     'JRioras  K,  Qarry,  I!¥esident  of 
Board,  J,  Stanley  Fillmore,  Treasurer?.  Melvin  Thiirlng  Supervisory 
Committee  Chairman,  and  John  Galle  Cx*edit  CoEirdttee  Gbairnan.     A  ^,6^ 
dividsKid  resulted  from  last  year's  operations. 


V/arr^i  F,  .liamil-ton 
Acting  Superlnteid*^t 
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